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Country Situation
Those 
developments 
have brought 
Turkey among the 
leaders in tobacco 
control in not only 
the WHO European 
region but also 
globally. 
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Only 17 countries currently have smoke‐free policies that provide 
universal and  effective protection from second‐hand tobacco smoke

An additional 2.3% of the world’s population – representing more than 
154 million people – became newly covered by smoke‐free laws in 2008
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Population:
71,892,807 (July 2008 est.) 
Age structure:
0-14 years: 24.4%  15-64 years: 68.6%  
65 years and over: 7% (2008 est.) 
Median age:
total: 29 years male: 28.8 years 
female: 29.2 years (2008 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:
total population: 73.14 years 
male: 70.67 years 
female: 75.73 years (2008 est.) 

GDP - per capita (PPP):
$12,900 (2007 est.) 

Literacy:
definition: age 15 and over can read 
and write 
total population: 87.4% 
male: 95.3% 
female: 79.6% (2004 est.) 

Religions:
Muslim 99.8% (mostly Sunni), other 
0.2% (mostly Christians and Jews) 

Government type:
republican parliamentary democracy 

Independence:
29 October 1923 (successor state to 
the Ottoman Empire) 
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Tobacco Industry
– 280.000 tobacco growers (1.000.000 with 
families)
– Tax revenues 7.5 billion USD
– 8 % of all tax revenues
– 7th biggest market 

No state monopoly 
(PM 39.7 %, BAT 37.7 %, 
JTI 13.24 %, European 6.83 %, 
Imperial 2.31 %, Gallaher 0.37 %)
http://ekutup.dpt.gov.tr/imalatsa/tutun/oik677.pdf
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Nearly Two Thirds of Smokers Live in Just 10 Countries

20 m
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Tobacco use among adults  (aged 18+ years) 
Change over time

Year Males Females Total
1993a 57.8 13.5 33.6
2003b 52.9 19.5 33.8
2006c 50.6 16.6 33.4
2008d 47.9 15.2 31.3

Sources: 
a 1993 Health Services Utilization Survey in Turkey.
b 2003 National Burden of Disease and Cost-Effectiveness Study.
c Turkish Statistical Institute.
d GATS Turkey Turkish Statistical Institute

?
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Female 13,5 19,45 16,6 15,2
Male 57,8 52,9 50,6 47,9
Total 33,6 33,79 33,4 31,3

1993 2004 2006 2008

Source: 1993 MoH Study,   
2004 MoH National Burden of Disease Study, 
2006 Family Research Agency, TurkStat Family Structure Survey
2008 Global Adult Tobacco Survey (MoH, TurkStat, WHO, CDC)

Tobacco use among adults  (aged 18+ years) 
Change over time
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GYTS Highlights – Change over time 2003-2009
Current Cigarette Smokers 13-15 years old (%)
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Turkey Tobacco Consumption (Thousand/Tons)

Right of producing tobacco 
products by establishing 
integrate systemsImport and sale of 

American cigarettes

Law No: 4207 on The 
Prevention of Harmful 
Effects of the Tobacco 
Products

Ban advertisement, 
sponsorship and promotion

Tobacco consumption in Turkey has increased by 80 % over the 
last two decades

Tobacco Control Bill 
(vetoed by President)

Law No: 5727 100 % smoke 
free Turkey (19 July 2009)
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Turkey signed the FCTC on 28 April 2004 

Turkish Parliament ratified the FCTC (Law No: 5261 OG No: 

25656) on 30 November 2004

Initial preparations of Comprehensive Tobacco Control Law and 

National Tobacco Control Program started.

Establishment of National Tobacco Control Committee 

(2004)

Tobacco Control 
Policy and Interventions
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Establishment of Office of Tobacco Control within the Primary 

Health Care General Directorate of Ministry of Health 29/11/2006

Bloomberg Initiative (BI) to Reduce Tobacco Use (31 May 2007)

National Tobacco Control Action Plan 2008-2012   

Tobacco Control 
Policy and Interventions
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Missions on Tobacco Control
Technical Team Visits (BI)

GATS missions (meetings with  
parliamentarians, high officials of MoH, tobacco 
authority, NGO’s)

– Ayda Yurekli, Sassan Noazin, Julie Myers, Lorna English, 
Samira Asma, Nathan Jones, Verla Neslund, 

WHO missions (meetings with  
parliamentarians, high officials of MoH, tobacco 
authority, NGO’s)

– Agis Tsouros, Kristina Mauer-Stender, Ayda Yürekli
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TC legislation passed from Health and Justice Commissions and Submitted 
to the Presidency of Grand National Assembly, Official Letter of Health 
Commission to WHO CO for comments on TC Law.  
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Ireland Study Tour

Study tour with 4 MPs to Ireland ( 2 MPs from 
Health Commission and 2 from Justice 
Commission) and meetings with;
– Professor Luke Clancy, Director General RIFTFS and 

Chairman of ASH, Tobacco Free Society, Dublin)
– Mr Eamonn Rossi, OTC Chief Executive, 
– Mr John Douglas, General Secretary, Mandate Trade 

Union
– Mr Eamonn Corcoran Principal Officer, and staff from 

Tobacco Control Unit in Department of Health and 
Children (DOHC)

– Mr Maurice Mulcahy, EHOA. 

NOVEMBER 2007
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Missions on Tobacco Control
Technical Team Visits (BI)

Grants 
Guidance for 
Applying grants 
program
CTFK, UNION, 
WLF
7 December 
2007
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Strengthening national capacity for tobacco control

National Tobacco Control Action Plan 

2008-2012 

(12 December 2007)
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12 Aral12 Aralıık 2007 / ANKARA / WHOTURk 2007 / ANKARA / WHOTURLaunchLaunch of of NationalNational TobaccoTobacco ControlControl ProgrammeProgramme ––

12 12 DecemberDecember 2007 / ANKARA / WHOTUR2007 / ANKARA / WHOTUR
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“Struggling against tobacco is as important as struggling against terrorism”
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Negotiations of Comprehensive TC Law  
Grand National Assembly 
27 December 2007
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WHO CO Letter to Parliamentary 
Commission on Health
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WHO CO Letter to Parliamentary 
Commission on Health
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Completed on 

3 January 2008



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi



4. Sigara ve Sağlık Ulusal Kongresi

Law On Prevention and Control of 

Tobacco Products

Law No 5727 
Date of Enactment: 3 January 2008
Comprehensive Tobacco Control Law 
The objectives;
– To take measures and make the necessary arrangements 

protect individuals and future generations from the hazards of 
tobacco products and 

– From any advertising, promotion or sponsorship promoting the 
use of tobacco products and

– Ensure that everybody enjoys clean air
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Law On Prevention and Control of 
Tobacco Products 

FCTC
European 
Tobacco Control 
Strategies
Irish Public 
Health (Tobacco) 
(Amendment) Act 
2004
MPOWER

Law No 
5727
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Prohibited Areas for 
Consuming Tobacco Products

a) Indoor areas of public workplaces; buildings and public service facilities;
b) Indoor areas of buildings that are privately owned by legal entities and used for 

educational, health, commercial, social, cultural, sports or entertainment 
purposes, including hallways with room for more than one person (except 
private houses);

c) In intercity, railway, sea and air mass transportation vehicles, including private 
taxis;

d) The indoor and outdoor areas accepted as part of the premises of: preschool 
educational institutions, primary and secondary schools, including private 
establishments preparing students for various examinations, and cultural and 
social service buildings; (19 May 2008)

e) Restaurants owned by legal persons and entertainment establishments such as 
cafes, cafeterias and bars. (Adaptation period by 19 July 2009)

MPOWER = Protect People From Tobacco Smoke
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Areas for Consuming
Tobacco Products

1) Care facilities for the elderly, psychiatric 
hospitals and prisons

2) Decks of ships carrying passengers between 
cities or on international routes 

3) Special rooms can be designated for hotel 
guests that consume tobacco products

MPOWER = Protect People From Tobacco Smoke
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Areas for Consuming 
Tobacco Products

Use of tobacco products is prohibited in outdoor places and 

spectator areas where cultural, artistic, sports and 

entertainment activities are held. 

However, designated areas for consuming tobacco 

products can be provided in such places.

MPOWER = Protect People From Tobacco Smoke, 
Warn about dangers of Tobacco
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Other Measures
1.Any form of advertising or promotion of 

tobacco products by using the name, logo 
or trademark of product or producer 
company is strictly prohibited. Campaigns 
promoting or encouraging the use of 
tobacco products are banned. 

2.Companies that produce or market 
tobacco products may not contribute, in 
any manner, to any event or activity by 
using their names, logos or trademarks. 

MPOWER = Enforce bans on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship
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Other Measures

6. Tobacco products may not be 
displayed on television programmes, 
films, television series, music videos, 
advertisements and commercial films, 
and their images may not be used.

MPOWER = Enforce bans on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship; warn about the dangers of tobacco
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Other Measures
7. Tobacco products may not be sold in health, education and training, 

culture and sports facilities.

8. Tobacco products shall not be sold or offered for use to minors 
under 18 years of age. 

9. Minors under 18 shall not be employed in tobacco companies or 
tobacco marketing or sales activities.

10.Tobacco products shall not be sold individually, in open packs or in 
smaller packs. (FCTC Article 16.3)

11.Tobacco products shall not be sold in via dispensers or electronic 
shopping media such as telephone or internet except by authorized 
dealers and shall not be shipped by cargo with the aim of selling the 
products. 

MPOWER = Enforce bans on tobacco advertising, promotion and 
sponsorship; warn about the dangers of tobacco
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Other Measures

Cigarette ends, cigarette packs, cigarette holders, 
cigarette wrappers and other waste material shall not be 
littered around. 
Tobacco products shall not be displayed so as to enable 
persons under 18 years of age to have direct access or 
so as to be seen outside the place of sale. Tobacco 
products shall not be sold in places without a special 
tobacco products sale permit and outside places 
indicated in the permit. (POINT OF SALE)
Chewing gum, sweets, treats, toys, clothes, jewellery, 
accessories and like products shall not be produced, 
distributed or sold in any way suggestive of a tobacco 
product or tobacco brand." (FCTC Article 16.1/c)
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Enforcement - Ensuring Control

National, regional and local private TV and 
radio stations shall broadcast educational 
programmes of minimum 90 minutes every 
month explaining the hazards of tobacco 
products and other harmful impacts. 
Programmes shall be broadcasted between 
08:00 and 22:00
Programmes broadcasted at times other 
than those mentioned above shall not be 
included in the monthly quota of 90 
minutes.

MPOWER = warn about the dangers of tobacco
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Enforcement - Ensuring 
Control

11. An educational curriculum shall be prepared by the Ministry of 
National Education to warn children and young people about the 
health hazards of tobacco products and exposure to tobacco 
smoke,.

12. The MoH shall develop programmes that encourage people to 
quit smoking and to ensure accessibility of medicines for and 
treatment of tobacco addiction. 

13. To fund the programmes mentioned in Clauses 11 and 12, 
adequate appropriation shall be allocated in the annual budgets of 
the MoH and Ministry of National Education. 

14. The advertising and commercial expenses of tobacco
companies may not be written off in calculating annual 
income and corporate tax bases."

MPOWER = warn about the dangers of tobacco, 
offer help to quit tobacco use
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Activities Conducted Before and After the 
Implementation of Enactment of Law 5727

Opinion Poll
Media Campaign (public education and community 
awareness programs)
Tobacco Control Communication Centre (Phone 
hotline) for complaints
Prime Minister Circular (implementation of 
administrative sanctions)
Establishment of Provincial Tobacco Control 
Boards (81)
Internet site
Regional Round Table Meetings
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Total Favor: 85%

Total Oppose: 14%

Residents of Turkey Favor Legislation Prohibiting 
Smoking In All Workplaces And Public Places

The national assembly has adopted legislation banning smoking in all workplaces and public places.  The first 
phase in May 2008 will prohibit smoking inside workplaces and public places (metro, shops, and airports) and 

the second phase in July 2009 will prohibit smoking inside enclosed areas of most public places, including 
restaurants, bars and teahouses.  Would you say that you favour or oppose this legislation?
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34%

Residents Favor Laws Banning Smoking In A Wide Variety 
Of Workplaces and Public Places

51% 12%-17%-17%

62% 13%-11%-12%

80% 10%-3%-6%

79% 11%-4%-6%

100% -80% -60% -40% -20% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

In offices, and other indoor workplaces

Favor Oppose

In any indoor public space (metro, 
airports, shops, etc.)

In restaurants

In bars

FavorOppose

Darker shading equals stronger intensity
Total numbers are rounded
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Web page of national media 
campaign prepared by MoH and 
Tobacco Authority 

http://www.havanikoru.org.tr/
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INTERVIEWS AND MEDIA 
RELATIONS
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INTERVIEWS AND MEDIA 
RELATIONS
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Long Way to 100 % Smoke Free Turkey

2004

2003

FCTC, Ratification of FCTC 

Preparation of TC Law

National Tobacco Control Programme

2008

2007

2006

National Tobacco Control 

Action Plan

Comprehensive

Tobacco Control  

Legislation (100 % smoke free)

Bloomberg Initiative to Reduce 
Tobacco Use

MPOWER

First Tobacco Control Law 1996

Establishment of Office of Tobacco Control

National Tobacco Control Committee

Tobacco Control Bill (vetoed by President) 1991

SSUK
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Overall Goal !
Enforcement of the new Law for 

SMOKE – FREE 

TURKEY

2007
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Overall Goal!

TOBACCO – FREE 
TURKEY

• Ministry of Health

• (TAPDK) Tobacco Authority

• National Coalition for Tobacco or Health

• NGO”S

• CTFK

• WLF, UNION

• CDC, CDC-F

• JHBSPH

Bloomberg Initiative (BI) to Reduce Tobacco Use
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TURKEY

substantial 
progress 

in tobacco control 
in a short time 

period.

former major 
tobacco 

producing 
countries in the 

world until 
recently
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WHO EURO
WNTD AWARDS 2008

Minister of Health - Turkey
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….Tobacco - Free  
Türkiye

2010
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THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR ATTENTION

ergudert@euro.who.int


	Reduce Tobacco Consumption through FCTC - Compliant Policy Change: Accelerating�implementation through collective and coordina
	Country Situation
	Tobacco Industry
	Nearly Two Thirds of Smokers Live in Just 10 Countries
	Tobacco use among adults  (aged 18+ years) �Change over time
	GYTS Highlights – Change over time 2003-2009�Current Cigarette Smokers 13-15 years old (%)
	Missions on Tobacco Control�Technical Team Visits (BI)
	Ireland Study Tour
	Missions on Tobacco Control�Technical Team Visits (BI)
	WHO CO Letter to Parliamentary �Commission on Health 
	WHO CO Letter to Parliamentary �Commission on Health 
	Law On Prevention and Control of �Tobacco Products 
	Law On Prevention and Control of Tobacco Products 
	Prohibited Areas for �Consuming Tobacco Products
	Areas for Consuming Tobacco Products
	Areas for Consuming Tobacco Products
	Other Measures
	Other Measures
	Other Measures
	Other Measures
	Enforcement - Ensuring Control
	Enforcement - Ensuring Control
	Activities Conducted Before and After the Implementation of Enactment of Law 5727
	The national assembly has adopted legislation banning smoking in all workplaces and public places.  The first phase in May 200
	Residents Favor Laws Banning Smoking In A Wide Variety Of Workplaces and Public Places
	TURKEY
	WHO EURO�WNTD AWARDS 2008�Minister of Health - Turkey

